"Proud to Serve"

SUNNYSIDE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

3359 NORTH WASHINGTON AVENUE 
DOUGLAS, ARIZONA 85607

(520) 364-7751 OFFICE     (520) 364-3259 FAX

MINUTES of the GOVERNING BOARD MEETING held April 22, 2016 at the Sunnyside Fire Station, 3359 North Washington Avenue, Douglas, AZ, 65607.  
Call to order: 4:15 p.m. and held at the Sunnyside Fire Station.  
Board Attendance: 
Alfredo Romero – Present
Sammy Cox – Absent
Hector River – Present 

Staff Attendance:

Victor M. Rodriguez, Interim Chief – Present
Thomas W. Schelling, Business Administrator – Present 

Call to the Public:  None

Action Agenda:
Item # 1 Minutes:  Alfredo Romero made the motion to approve the Minutes from the February 26, 2016 meeting.  Hector Rivera seconded the motion, motion passed.  

Item #2 Financial Report:  Mr. Schelling presented the Financial Report for February and March 2016, see attached reports. Alfred Romero made the motion to accept the Financial Reports as presented, Hector Rivera seconded the motion, motion passed.  
Item #3 Update of Events: Chief Rodriguez spoke on behalf of the Association reporting that the Association issues with nonparticipating members has worsened.  The Association is not currently planning any activities due to this reason.  The Association gave financial assistance to some members, but has not received any of this money back and there was no binding agreement signed between the parties involved.  Currently have less than $100 in the bank.  Chairman Romero said that the Chief should try and hold a meeting to see if there is any interest to keep the Association going, reorganize or put on back-burner.  Chief Rodriguez said that he would like the fire district to somehow help out with the annual softball tournament that Juan Carlos Lopez always organizes and use as a fundraiser for the department.  The Chair replied that there should be a meeting held first and then decide if the fire district should do the softball tournament.                
Item #4: Fire Chief’s Report:  Interim Fire Chief Victor Rodriguez presented his reports for March and April, see attached reports.  The April Training was a lot of fun and also physical pain for the fire fighters.  The March Training went well but Pirtleville Fire District joined Sunnyside Fire District, but the Pirtleville fire fighters did not want to participate in any of the training related to state land fires.  Pirtleville FD does not do wildland fires.  
Issues still with tone-out and paging system.  Pablo Duarte with Canyon State Wireless tested pagers and did not find any equipment not working on Sunnyside’s end.  Yet when the Chief did a test page only some of the firefighters received the page.  Mr. Duarte recommended that Sunnyside wait until the new communications system for the entire county is up and running before buying any new equipment or a repeater, this should happen sometime in June, 2016.  Another recommendation was to possible send all the pagers to Motorola to be updated, maybe in the next fiscal year.  For now, the Chief has asked the Cochise County Sheriff’s Office to call his cell phone directly if CCSO does not get a response from him after the second tone-out.  

Item #5 Administrative Direction from Governing Board to Fire Chief:  Alfredo Romero began discussion on Northrop-Grumman starting to begin testing drones out at the Bisbee-Douglas International Airport and looking for emergency service to be provided during the testing.  The State Prison is looking into having inmates provide the service, but issues with getting prisoners offline and onto trucks.  Chief Rodriguez said that this would be beneficial for the fire district, but because the district does not have foam capabilities right now the district could not provided the correct service for Northrop-Grumman.  Recommended investing in foam sticks and nozzles to be able to provide this service, the board approved the purchase of the sticks and nozzles.  
Item #6  Discussion on Proposed 2016/2017 Fiscal Year Budget:  Mr. Schelling presented information to the governing board on revenues and expenses for the remaining fiscal year.  Tax revenue was coming in much better than the last fiscal year with expenses averaging around $8,520 a month or $25,560 through June 2016.  There was still about $36,799 in tax revenue and Fire District Assistance Tax to be received through June, so the district was doing much better financially than last fiscal year at this time.  The good news was that the Assessed Value of the fire district has increased $459,781 this year and so if the governing board chose to keep the tax rate at the same rate as this year, 3.0212, property tax revenue for next fiscal year would be $115, 743, an increase of $10, 743.  The board decided to work up a budget using this same tax rate for the next fiscal year which Mr. Schelling will present to the governing board at the May meeting.  
Alfredo Romero moved to adjourn at 5:20 pm.  Seconded by Hector Rivera, motion passed.   

Dated this _____ day of _________, 2016
Sunnyside Volunteer Fire District Board of Directors

By____________________________________________________

     Alfredo Romero, Chairman of the Board 
Sunnyside Volunteer Fire District is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.”
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866)632-9992 to request the form.  You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form.  Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S. W., Washington, D. C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.  
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