"Proud to Serve"

SUNNYSIDE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

3359 NORTH WASHINGTON AVENUE 
DOUGLAS, ARIZONA 85607

(520) 364-7751 OFFICE     (520) 364-3259 FAX

MINUTES of the GOVERNING BOARD MEETING held April 28, 2017 at the Sunnyside Fire Station, 3359 North Washington Avenue, Douglas, AZ, 65607.  
Call to order: 4:08 p.m. and held at the Sunnyside Fire Station.  
Board Attendance: 
Alfredo Romero – Present
Sammy Cox – Present
Hector River – Absent 

Staff Attendance:

Victor M. Rodriguez, Interim Chief – Present
Thomas W. Schelling, Business Administrator – Present 

Call to the Public:  None  

Action Agenda:
Item #1 Resignation of Board Member Hector Rivera:  Mr. Rivera has submitted a Letter of Resignation from the governing board due to a conflict with his work schedule and meeting schedule.  Alfredo Romero made the motion to accept Mr. Rivera’s resignation and declare the board seat vacant, Sammy Cox second the motion. 

Item #2 Appointment of Eliseo Rivera:  Eliseo Rivera, a former governing board member, was present and said that he would be will to assume the vacant position on the governing board.  Alfredo Romero made the motion to appoint Eliseo Rivera to fill the vacant governing board seat, Sammy Cox second the motion.  Chairman Romero administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Rivera.    

Item #3 Minutes:  Alfredo Romero made the motion to approve the Minutes from the February 17, 2017 meeting.  Sammy Cox seconded the motion, motion passed.  

Item #4 Financial Report:  Mr. Schelling presented the Financial Reports for February and March, 2017, see attached reports. Alfredo Romero made the motion to accept the Financial Reports as presented, Sammy Cox seconded the motion, motion passed.  Mr. Schelling advised the Board that while there are available funds, Chief Rodriguez should look into any repairs, tire replacement, fire gear and other items that should be purchased by the end of the fiscal year.  Mr. Cox recommended that the Tack 4 transmission repairs be done at this time and Chairman Romero The Board expressed their intent that the property tax rate for the upcoming fiscal year be around the same as the current fiscal year.  Mr. Schelling noted that the fire district lost assessed valuation this year and that the amount of tax dollars generated for the FY17/18 Fiscal Year would be less than the current year.    
Item #5 Engine Boss:    Interim Chief Rodriguez presented to the Board copies of the contract Sunsites/Pearce Fire District uses when another fire district contracts to use on of Sunsites/Pearce Fire District’s engine boss, see attached copy.  Engine bosses receive around $23.00 per hour average from a fire district, which is what State Forest Service pays along with a certain amount for trucks used in fighting wild fires.  Seasonal contracts are also an option for hiring of an engine boss.  Sammy Cox brought up the issue of why Sunnyside Fire District was not being called for any of the recent state land fires.  Alfredo Romero said he was told that the fire district was not a member of the Cochise County Wildland Group, to which Chief Rodriguez replied that the district was indeed a member and he was at the last meeting.  Chief would contact Chief Josh Steinberg about the status of the fire district with this organization.  
Chief Rodriguez then discussed the option of hiring an engine boss for the fire district and introduced Julio Roberson to the governing board.  When Mr. Roberson was asked what benefits the district would gain if he was hired as the engine boss, Mr. Roberson stated that training would be his first priority, then making sure the truck and personnel were equipped to State Forest Service requirements and ready to move out when called.  He would develop a schedule of fire fighters available to make sure enough fire fighters were on call and any given time.  He would prefer to keep equipment above the minimum requirements for the protection of the fire fighters and the department.  He is also a certified wildland instructor for chainsaws and pact test, very experienced and well known by many at the State level.  If Mr. Roberson was hire, he would handle only state land fires until he could attend the State Fire School. 

Alfredo Romero made the motion to hire Julio Roberson as the engine boss and be the Wildland Coordinator for the Sunnyside Fire District.  Sammy Cox second the motion, motion passed.  Chief Rodriguez was directed by the board to write up a contract to be used for Mr. Roberson and the fire district.   
Item #6 Fire Chief’s Report:  Interim Fire Chief Victor Rodriguez presented his report for March and April 2017, see attached report.  Chief reported that the Tender needed a spare, was directed to purchase one.  It was okayed to reimburse Martin Lomeli for the response to Portal Fire request for the Pumper.  The State donated more equipment to the fire district, training was held on the 16th and there has been no contact from Hermasio Fire Department on the of gear they wanted to purchase.  
Chief went on to discuss issue with property owners within the fire district that were burning debris, especially at night.  Want to do a burn permit for property owners to fill out when they plan to burn.  Alfredo Romero had concerns because the station is not manned 24/7 and the Chief said he would put his contact information on the burn notice and permit.  There would be not charge for the permit.  Mr. Cox said the information should be put out to the public, on Facebook, Trading Post and a PSA placed in the Douglas Dispatch.  The information should contain wording on when conditions do not permit burning and be in English and Spanish.  
Item  #7 Administrative Direction from the Governing Board to Fire Chief:  Everything was good as far as the Board was concerned, no negative rumors about town. Chief thanked the Board for the new wildland gear and mentioned some outdated structure gear that was available to be used.  Board member Cox stated that the outdated equipment should not be used at all, for the safety of the fire fighters and so that there was not a possible fine from OSHA.  

Item  #8 Update on Fundraising and Other Related Activities:  None
Item  #9 Possible Change in Date and Time of Regular Scheduled Governing Board Meeting:  Due to former board member Hector Rivera’s conflict with the date and time of regular board meetings the item was brought up for discussion to see if a better date and time would work for the three current board members.  All three board members noted that the current date, the 4th Friday of each month or every other month and time of 4:00 pm was still good for them.  No changes were made to date and time of meetings.  
Alfredo Romero moved to adjourn at 5:20 pm.  Seconded by Eliseo Rivera, motion passed.   

Dated this _____ day of _________, 2017
Sunnyside Volunteer Fire District Board of Directors

By____________________________________________________

     Alfredo Romero, Chairman of the Board 
Sunnyside Volunteer Fire District is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.”
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866)632-9992 to request the form.  You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form.  Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S. W., Washington, D. C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.  
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